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WHITE EARTH RESERVATION 

The Most Important Factors for a 
HEALTHY WHITE EARTH NATION COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY PRIORITIES CHECKLIST
DATA SNAPSHOT 2020-2021

White Earth Tribal Public Health serves the community by working to
promote wellness, prevent disease, and protect health in a way that
honors Anishinaabe culture. In collaboration with our partners, we serve
our Reservation through education and outreach, by administering health
prevention programs and services, and through community engagement
to understand our community's health needs and priorities. 

To better understand the health priorities in the White Earth Nation
community, we conducted the Community Priorities Checklist in March of
2020  and in May of 2021 at clinics and at community health events. This
checklist was designed to gather community member perspectives on
health, quality of life, community needs, and the health priorities of the
White Earth Reservation community. The feedback gathered is one part of
a larger community engagement effort  that will help guide tribal public
health prevention planning, partnership efforts, and program and services
improvements. Thank you to the White Earth community for taking the
time to complete the assessment. We truly value your time and input.
Below, you will find the highlights from our community.
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312 COMMUNITY MEMBERS
PROVIDED INPUT

WHO RESPONDED TO THE CHECKLIST?

70% of respondents were women

The Community Priorities Checklist was conducted for the first time before
the COVID-19 pandemic (March of 2020) and again a full year later (May of
2021). Community priorities shifted in two key areas in 2021. The
importance of culture as well as access to educational opportunities
increased in 2021. The most important factors that contribute to a healthy
White Earth Nation Community are below, numbered by importance. 
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https://whiteearth.com/divisions/health/services#public-health

26-54 years old
48.2%

55 year and over 
37.8%

under 25 years old

14%



I hope we hurry up and
defeat COVID.

 

I'd like to see more
recreational activities

for youth on the
reservation.

Health is very important
and seeing the difference
over the years has been

great.
 

Teach families and kids
the old ways of harvesting

and cooking.

WHITE EARTH RESERVATION COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CONCERNS AND NEEDS

The checklist also asked participants to prioritize community health problems
and community members were provided a list of 24 health and community
concerns. Seventy-six percent of people rated our community as
somewhat safe, and the top concerns were substance abuse related. Both
before and during the COVID-19 pandemic, youth and adult drug and
alcohol misuse were rated as the most important community
problems. The graph below ranks the priority of health concerns. 

Next Steps and Ways You Can Be Involved 
Conducting the Community Priorities Checklist is one part of a larger effort to
ensure our tribal public health department is meeting the needs of our
community, strengthening our partnerships with other health professionals
across the reservation, and working to fulfill our public health mission. Please
be on the look out for our next community engagement efforts. 

Forty-three community members provided written feedback
about community needs and priorities. Below, you'll find direct
quotes from our community members. 

Support needed for
grandparents raising

kids.
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One day at a time we will
make change.




